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From the Editor's Chair

Welcome to 2009. I write that with my

fingers crossed, as all the auguries sug-

gest a miserable year, but maybe it won't

be all that bad. The first event of any

motorsport significance is the Autosport

Racing Car Show at the NEC in Birming-

ham on the 8th to 11th January, and the

usual crew are going on the Friday. It

certainly doesn't feel like a year has

passed since the last show, but if the

gloomy predictions for the year do come

to pass it may seem like a lot longer to the

next one.

Don't forget our Annual Dinner and

Awards Presentation on the 7th February.

It's always a good evening, and the Bar-

nard disco is guaranteed to provide some

lively music to suit all tastes. You should

be getting a letter from Chris Deal, so

there is no excuse that you didn't know.

The copy I have had in this month (all on

time for a welcome change, I have to say)

has left me with a common editor's di-

lemma (note the spelling) in that I have

one page over the 4 multiple that our

booklet format uses. This leaves me with

three blank pages,one of which I have

used to outline our advertising rates and

the rules for our member's free advertis-

ing. Whether or not I have managed to

scrape something together for the other

two remains to be seen.

I have managed to deconstruct  "eWheels"

so that I can present it in a respectable A5

format without loads of wasted white mar-

gin and a sensible font size, but, as with

most of these things, it is a pain in you

know where to do. If you think it's easy

then get in touch for the next one please.

On a different note, I see that Assistant

Chief Supt. Knacker of the yard (like Os-

car, I only steal from the best, as you

might have noticed from last month's

opening) has been at it again.

"I'm arresting you for being a toff. You're

too much of a smarty boots for my liking,

telling the truth and all that, and as for that

posh accent, it's a dead giveaway. We'll

have your computers away for a start; I'm

sure we can find something if we try hard

enough, know what I mean, nudge

nudge.."

A government spokesperson denied all

knowledge of anything. This was accepted

by the opposition as being one of the first

completely true statements for a long

while.

On a perhaps unrelated topic, isn't it odd

how some people have strangely appro-

priate names. For current examples send

an s.a.e., as I've heard that emails can

occasionally be intercepted, that is if they

are not scatter broadcast to all and sundry

in the first place...

Next month: part one of "Saving for the

Future, and Contingency Planning" by G

Brown.

Geoff Foot

Dinner and Dance - Sat 7th February  2009

Upcoming Events

����������	
�������
��	��������������
�
����������������	���	
�
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Club Nights
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Competition Calendar January 2009

Date Event Club Venue /Start Format

15.02.09 Emerald Stages London Irish Longcross Tarmac

21.02.09 M i d d l e w i c k

Stages

Wickford/ Middx

County

Woodbridge Tarmac

14-15.03.09 Robin Hood

Stages

Lindholme Nottingham Forest

04.04.09 Sprint TWMC Lydden Tarmac

THE GREEN BELT MOTOR CLUB
Annual Dinner Dance

and Awards Presentation
at

The Quality Hotel

Roehide Way

Hatfield, Herts

AL10 9AF

on Saturday, 7th February 2009

!  PRICE HELD FOR 2009  !

Tickets £30 from any committee member

Time: 7.30 for 8.00p.m.            Carriages: at Midnight

Special rate of £55 for a twin room including breakfast (if you can face
it!)
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LEARN HOW TO RALLY DRIVE WITHOUT BREAKING YOUR CAR. LANGLEY
PARK RALLY SCHOOL WILL MAKE THIS POSSIBLE. BEGINNER OR EXPERT
CATERED FOR, OUR FRONT WHEEL DRIVE AND REAR WHEEL DRIVE
RALLY CARS ARE PROFESSIONALLY MAINTAINED AND EQUIPPED TO A
HIGH STANDARD.

THE STAGES HAVE A MIX OF SURFACES, HAIRPINS AND SWEEPING COR-
NERS TO BE ABLE TO POWERSLIDE THE CARS AROUND.

OUR COURSE IS HELD IN OPEN COUNTRYSIDE IN EAST ANGLIA ON PART
OF A DISUSED AIRFIELD, JUST OFF THE M11, WITHIN EASY REACH OF
LONDON, ESSEX, & HERTFORDSHIRE.

FOR BOOKING INFORMATION CALL:- 01279 777519

E-mail: langleyparkrallyschool@hotmail.com

www.langleyparkrallyschool.co.uk

PRIVATE OR CORPORATE EVENTS ARE AVAILABLE

I.P.B. MOTOR SERVICES 

SERVICING, MECHANICAL, WELDING, CRASH REPAIRS

COMPETITION CARS A SPECIALITY

SEWARDSTONE HALL FARM

SEWARDSTONE ROAD

CHINGFORD E4 7RH

020 8524 9064

07836 513691

010109

010109
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Competition Chat
and the entry  was full within a week of the

regulations being released, cant be bad.

After a spirited drive Ian picked up 4th in

class, and only inflicted minor damage on the

car (broken suspension).

2008 Wales Rally GB 4th - 7th December

This years event had greater interest from

club members and 8 members enjoyed the

atmosphere, and of course the cold and

windy weather of Wales and we were not

disappointed.  The Green Belt Marshalling

team this year consisted of Andrew & Julia,

Paul, Iris, (Peter Nathan  Middx County), Ian

& Will and myself,

The stages on Friday ventured to mid Wales

with the Hafren & Sweet Lamb stages. After

leaving Hertford at 2am Friday morning we

arrived at the marshals' signing on just be-

fore 6am, as usual just in time. Our Marshal-

ling point was high up the hillside  on the

Sweet Lamb bowl on a ninety right looking

down on the water splash just before the

finish. With snow on the mountain peaks it

was very picturesque.

At 8am the spectators arrived in their hun-

dreds. Of course they were not keeping to

the official walkways and were walking every

where they shouldn’t, so in our efficient

manner we got them back in the right area.

With Stage one, Hafren,  being cancelled due

to ice, and declared unsafe for competitors,

our stage was the first of the day. Cars

entering our spot were via a blind brow  and

it was quite spectacular. We had a fighting

battle with the wind and driving rain all day

but it was great.  We finally left the stage at

5pm exhausted and headed for the cottage

we hired for the weekend near Brechfa  for-

est east of Llandovery.

Another year is upon us, and looking

forward to competition events for 2009,

what events/ functions is the club plan-

ning to organise ? Well, similar to last

year, we will have our normal 3 Treas-

ure Hunts, our Annual Rally School in

April, our Annual Sprint meeting at

North Weald in the Spring, 26th April.

Our first of three Autocross meetings, a

2 Day event in  May, venue permitting,

and a one day event in August . Also

another 2 day Autocross in the autumn

co-promoted again with our colleagues

at Wickford AC, the event  to be held at

Braintree

On the Rallying front we are planning

on the 6th Sept  to co-promote with

Middx County a single venue event at

Debden Airfield.

A Rally Timed Trial (Sprint on the

loose) co-promoted with Wickford AC

will also be on the provisional calendar

for the end of the year.

As you all know these events don’t just

happen, they are planned and ex-

ecuted with every last detail taken into

account. If you are interested in be-

coming part of that winning team your

assistance would be greatly appreci-

ated in helping organise GBMC events.

No experience needed just the love of

motorsport. Give me a ring or see me

at club nights.

The last event for 2008 was the Loco

stages at Longmore Camp down in

deepest Hampshire. It was a cold day

with plenty of frost and ice.

Our only GBMC entry was Ian Barnard

/ Simon Higgs, this time bringing out

Ian’s Metro 1400. This event is only for

2wd vehicles and attracted 60 entries,
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After getting lost, the Sat Nav was use-

less, we finally arrived for a well earned

rest and something to eat.

Saturday arrived very early at 4.30am and

after a quick cooked breakfast we arrived

at Stage 11 Crychan 1 at 06.45 after a

long drive through the forest tracks. As the

sun was just rising we arrived at our

junction, and what a stunning view over

the hillside clear blue sky and minus 2

Celsius, you couldn’t ask for more. Our

junction was a ninety right, hairpin left

uphill, perfect.

The highlights of the day were Ian firing up

his Garage paraffin heater, with a quick

kick we had instant heat in the forest, and

of course Peter Nathan cooking lunch on

the Barbecue, did I hear “More Beans”?

Well done Peter. 

Back to the motorsport. The cars started

appearing at 10.20, I can only describe it

as quite spectacular. We had about 30

spectators all day to look after which by

contrast to the previous day was a walk in

the park. As the sun set over the forest the

last few cars left our junction, and it was

time to pack up, say our goodbyes. Ian,

Will and myself headed back to the cot-

tage for a second night.

Sunday morning was a  clear dry day and

minus 7, quite warm for the time of year,

as we headed down to Swansea docks to

have a walk round the service area. A little

disappointing, as it was too cramped in

the “Pig Pen”. OK it was free to Marshals,

and yes you could get close to the “Stars”.

Another Rally of Wales over with until next

year.

Rockingham 13-14th December 2008

Middx County had their usual outing to

Rockingham Race Circuit last month, that

attracted a healthy entry of 100 plus cars. 

As I had a spare weekend and as the car

is still in bits I volunteered my services as

Club Steward, you may well ask what

does that entail. Well the primary role is to

work with the other appointed Club Stew-

ard and the MSA appointed Steward to

ensure the event is run in accordance with

the regulations and on the day making

sure the stage layouts are fit for purpose

with the appropriate stage  furniture in the

right places, to you and me merge, split

boards arrowing etc ,etc.

The start time was for 1pm and a sched-

uled finish at 6pm The venue has this

curfew and motorsport has to stop. Due to

delays last year a number of cars missed

the last stage and were given a notional

time.

The weather was not too kind on Saturday

- a typical winter's day, damp, windy and

cold. 

Organising this type of event is by no

means an easy task; without Peter Nath-

an’s dedication and hard work the event

organisation may not be of the high stand-

ard that it is today. 

After a run round the stage a number of

boards had been blown away, with some

important arrows missing as well. This

was put right and the stage started near

enough on time.

Of the Green Belt crew again only one

entry from the club this year of Eris

Robertson/Ollie  Camp in their Rover 200.

After a steady start, on Stage 3  they went

too wide  on Junction  H and slid into the

gravel trap. With no way out they stayed

there until the final stage of the day.

Day two started at 10 am with around 90
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cars left in the field, Steve Simpson was a

good minute in the lead and dominating

the event in his tarmac spec Hyundai

Accent WRC. Stage 6 saw Ray Brammer's

Subaru go up in smoke, engine went

bang. There was that much smoke the

track was impassable for 20 seconds,

unfortunately the next car was held up.

The course was still on the slippery side

and still caught out a number of competi-

tors including Richard & Irene Lewsey on

Stage 6 who ended up in the gravel.

Eris & Ollie who succumbed to retirement

on Saturday entered the Trophy Rally on

Sunday with 6 other cars and made it to

the end in 6th place, well done. 

It was evident from watching most of the

event from Race control, many competi-

tors were driving outside their ability

which resulted in terminal damage after

hitting the Armco and other objects.

The Star entry on this years event was

Russell Brooks who drove John Leahey’s

ex Andrews Heat for Hire Lotus Sunbeam.

Russell had a cautious start but finished a

creditable 21st overall.

The winner again for the 4th year was the

rapid Hyundai Accent of Steve Simpson

by a margin of 2 minutes 21 seconds.  

The GBMC  Championship results 2008

Club members' results have now been

calculated for the year. No more results

will be accepted. Thank you again for

those of you who have sent me your

results. As you are aware I do not auto-

matically receive all competition results,

although some members assume I do.

Please check that you have the right

amount of events against your name from

the events listed.

Congratulations again to all award win-

ners,

prestigious Trent Park Trophy.

The last event of the year I would imagine

will be the Loco Stages on the 28th De-

cember, if you are entering please let me

have your results. Competition results will

be recorded if received by 31st December,

after that date you will be unfortunately be

too late.

Again this years' final results will be pub-

lished in this “January Wayfarer”, upon

publication they will be provisional for

7 days, after that date they will be final.

All award winners will be invited to our

Awards presentation and dinner, this

years presentation  will be held on Satur-

day 7th February 2009 and again at :-

Quality Hotel Hatfield

Roehyde Way

Hatfield

Herts

AL10 9AF

Dinner & Awards Presentation

A date for your diary no excuse for not

turning up, SATURDAY 7th February

2009,

The 2009 award Winners are:-

GBMC Trophy Club Member

Trent Park Trophy 1st 

2nd

3rd Richard Warne
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S/v stages Trophy

Driver

Single Venue Stage

Rally

1st Ian Barnard

2nd Eris Robertson

3rd Simon Gudgeon

S/v stages Trophy

co Driver

Single Venue Stage

Rally

1st Simon Higgs

2nd  Ed Britton

3rd Oliver Camp

M/v Stages Driver

Multi Venue Stage

Rally

1st Richard Warne

2nd Eris Robertson

M/v Stages   Co

Driver

Multi Venue Stage

Rally

1st Steve Tam-

madge

2nd Oliver Camp

Thatcher Trophy

(Autocross)

1st Andrew Harris

2nd Richard Warne

3rd Thomas Clark

Chalk Trophy

(Sprints)

1st Paul Bowden

2nd Barry Thorn

3rd Malcolm Wise

Bowyer Trophy

(Road Rally)  D

Not Awarded

Gryphon Trophy

(Road Rally) N

Not Awarded

Autotest Trophy 1st Ian Barnard

Clubman’s Trophy

All Rounder

1st Ian Barnard

Clubwoman’s Tro-

phy    All Rounder

Melanie Stiles

Marshals' Trophy Rob Jones

Walner Celnik Me-

morial 

(Treasure Hunts)

1st Chris Deal

1st Brian Aldridge

2nd Robert Taylor

2nd Doug Williams

3rd Ian Davies

Ross McNeil Trophy TBA

Jackson Trophy TBA

Bangham Trophy TBA

Enthusiasts' Trophy TBA

Smee Trophy TBA

The following awards will be decided by

the club committee and will be announced

during the evening presentation:

Ross McNeil Trophy  :- Awarded to the

club member who has unfortunately had

the biggest indiscretion during the year

Jackson Trophy  :-  Awarded to the club

member who has achieved the most in

motor racing circles

Bangham Trophy:  - Awarded to the com-

petitor who in their first year as a club

member has furthered the name of the

Green Belt Motor Club.

Enthusiasts Trophy:  - Awarded to the club

member who has supported and promoted

the Green Belt Motor Club. 

Smee Trophy – Awarded for the best

article published in the  Wayfarer Maga-

zine

Finally if you received one of the perpetual
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Trophies at last year's awards presenta-

tion please can you return it to me by the

10th January 2009 nice and clean.,

please give me a call to arrange delivery,

apologies for the short notice. 

The trophies I require back from last

year's winners are:-

Trent Park Trophy

All Rounder

Paul Bowden

Single Venue Stages

Trophy   Driver

Ian Barnard

Single Venue Stages

Trophy   co Driver

Simon Higgs

M/v Stages Driver Dale Glover

M/v Stages Co- Driver Martin Gould

Thatcher Trophy Richard Warne

Chalk Trophy Paul Bowden

Bowyer Trophy Dale Glover

Clubman’s Trophy        Ian Barnard

Clubwoman’s Trophy    Melanie Stiles

Marshals Trophy Danny O’Reilly

Walner Celnik Memorial Chris Deal

Ross McNeil Trophy Malcolm Wise

Jackson Trophy Les Nash

Bangham Trophy Thomas Clark

Enthusiasts Trophy Melanie Styles

Smee Trophy Robert Taylor

Autotest Trophy Ian Barnard

Car Spares Cheshunt now have in stock EBC

Brake Pads & Sport Discs  For improved

stopping power it can be as easy as a simple

pad change with EBC Green brake pads.

EBC brakes not only improve stopping

power, they can reduce brake dust by up to

80%.

Pads come in three types 

Yellow :- High temperature race use

Red :- Fast Road Pad 

Green :- Premium Pad, performance
use Hot Hatch etc

For more information 

Contact Car Spares : 01992 639844

  

   9 



I support Bernie Ecclestone’s proposal
to change from a points system to gold,
silver and bronze medal system to de-
cide the winner of the F1 world drivers’
championship.

It is not often that that I find myself
totally in agreement with Bernie Eccle-
stone on practically anything at all to
do with F1 racing but, in this case, I
think that I cannot do better than to
quote from his press release on the
matter.

"Quite simply, it will make F1 a much
more exciting spectacle because it will
incentivise drivers to race to win.  We
should see much more overtaking, driv-
ers will take more chances and they
will race each other all the way to the
chequered flag.  At the moment, quite
often we see drivers settling for sec-
ond, third or fourth position, and the
race can be dull in the final stint after
the last round of pit stops”.

Bernie went on to say that the drivers
are not to blame because they are
racers, but the scoring system forced
them to be too conservative. As things
are, if they want to take the title, it is
better to settle for a few, safe points
rather than chase down the driver in
front and risk going home with no
points.

His view is that, as F1 is the pinnacle of
world motorsport, only the best driver
should win the title. Being a F1 world
champion should not be about being a
consistent and reliable runner-up but it
should be about racing hard, taking
chances and not settling for second
best.

Mr Ecclestone also pointed out that in
2007, Lewis Hamilton was leading the

drivers' championship before he had
even secured his maiden win. Like-
wise, after the Canadian Grand Prix
last year, Robert Kubica led the drivers'
championship on points even though
Hamilton, Massa and Raikkonen had
all won more races.

He said “Lewis and Robert are both
extremely talented, but I don't think the
system should produce that kind of
result.  It shouldn't be possible for
someone to be crowned world cham-
pion without winning a single race, but
that really could happen unless we
change the scoring system."

Bernie also stated that in 2003 Michael
Schumacher won the title from Kimi
Raikkonen by only two points but Schu-
macher had won six races whereas
Raikkonen had won just one race.

He said that the reason that he held his
view was because, under the present
points system, it is would have been
possible to win the world championship
without winning a single race – which
surely could not be justified. 

Admittedly this has never happened,
but it very nearly did – back in 1982.

My scouring of the record books shows
that Keke Rosberg (father of current
day Williams-Toyota driver Nico Ros-
berg) won that year’s world champion-
ship in his Williams Cosworth DFV with
a total of 44 points. That was four
points ahead of his nearest rival Didier
Pironi in his Ferrari 126C2.  The one
and only race that Rosberg won was
the Swiss Grand Prix – which was run
at Dijon in France on 29th August of
that year.

Robert's Rant
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In that race Rosberg’s Williams was in
second place to Alain Prost’s Renault
RE30B with three of the 80 laps to go.
Then the skirts (remember them?) on
Prost’s Renault started to disintegrate
and he lost downforce - and therefore
cornering speed – which allowed Ros-
berg to overtake him two laps from the
end.         

However if Prost's car had stayed in-
tact and he had won that race, Rosberg
would have still won the championship
- but only by one point from Pironi and
John Watson who were tied in second
place with 29 points.

Incidentally, under a medal system
Watson (who was one of five drivers

who each scored two Grand Prix wins)
would have been the 1982 world cham-
pion.

So I am rather disappointed that the
FIA has not decided to replace the
existing points system with Bernie’s
proposed medal system for the 2009
F1 season - but has instead opted to
consult on the matter.

This is not something that needs pro-
crastination. It needs decisive action to
make the right decision and it needs to
be made before the start of the 2009 F1
racing season. 

       
ROBERT TAYLOR

Special Offer
GBMC embroidered logo fleeces at £20 each. Sizes M, L, and XL available.

Good quality fleece with a nice warm lining.
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Period Service Vehicle as used by Russell Brooks.

Ex Andrews Heat For Hire Support Vehicle 1982 Bedford CF350

With Original Features Twin Roll Cages, Full Roof Tyre Rack, Window Screen Store.

Used regularly, Tax & MOT, available October 2008.

Vehicle History Available.

Interested enquiries contact :-   07715 480228

FOR SALE

SPRITE THREE BERTH COMPACT (I.E. POP-UP ROOF) CARAVAN 

FULLY EQUIPPED, WITH AWNING, ELECTRICS ETC.

SIZE 16 FT OVERALL, 6 FT 10 IN WIDE, 6FT 3IN HIGH WITH THE ROOF
RETRACTED, ALLOWING IT TO BE STORED IN A NORMAL GARAGE.

£900

CONTACT GERRY THURLOW ON 01707 874382

010109

010109
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